I Can Be A Polite Guest

We often visit with friends or family. Sometimes we visit at someone else's house, sometimes we meet at a restaurant, sometimes friends or family come to our house. 

When you go to someone else's house, you are the guest and they are the host. If someone visits you in your house, they are the guest and you are the host. The guest is the person who visits. 

When I am a guest in someone's house, it is important for me to understand the house rules. Sometimes, the house rules are different than my family's rules. This is OK. In some houses, you must take your shoes off at the door. In some houses you can wear your shoes. It is important to ask about your host's rules and try to follow them. That is part of being a polite guest. 

It is polite to greet your hosts when you come to their house. You could say things like "hello" "thank you for inviting me today" or "it's nice to see you". Hosts feel happy when you greet them with a smile and look at them when you talk. If you smile and look at people when your are talking to them, they will feel you are paying attention to them. This makes people feel special. 

Sometimes when we visit, there are only a few people we visit with. Sometimes, we visit houses that are crowded with a lot of people. Sometimes people feel uncomfortable in crowded places. Sometimes I feel uncomfortable in crowded places. Sometimes when people are uncomfortable, they act silly or wild. Sometimes, I get silly or wild when I am a guest. This is not polite. When I feel uncomfortable, I can ask for help finding a quiet space. Or I could read a book or play with a fidget toy. 

When it is time to leave, it is important to thank the host again. Sometimes I will shake the host's hand. Sometimes I might give my host a hug or a 'high five' as a way of saying "thank you". Being a polite guest is a way of being respectful. If I am a polite guest, I will probably be invited to be a guest again.

L. Cohen (2000

(from www.aspergerinfo.freeservers.com)

